UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BEFORE THE
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Southern Natural Gas Company, L.L.C.

)

CP20-_____

ABBREVIATED APPLICATION FOR AUTHORIZATION
TO ABANDON SERVICE UNDER
CERTIFICATES OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY
Southern Natural Gas Company, L.L.C. (“Southern”) hereby files this abbreviated
application pursuant to Section 7(b) of the Natural Gas Act and the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s (“Commission”) Regulations thereunder for authorization to abandon certain
transportation agreements between Tenneco Oil Company1 (“TOC”) and Southern provided under
Southern’s Rate Schedules X-70 and X-233 as contained in Southern’s FERC Gas Tariff, Original
Volume 2, as more fully described herein. Southern and TOC entered into the subject agreements
on December 19, 1983 (X-70 Docket No. CP84-307); and September 26, 1985 (X-233 Docket No.
CP86-147) (collectively referred to as “Transportation Agreements”).
In accordance with Sections 157.5 through 157.13, and 157.18 of the Commission’s
Regulations, Southern states as follows:
I.
DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT
The exact legal name of Southern is Southern Natural Gas Company, L.L.C., a limited
liability company organized and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware and having its
principal place of business at 569 Brookwood Village, Suite 749, Birmingham, Alabama 35209.
Southern is a natural gas transmission company engaged in the operation of an interstate pipeline

1

Letter from TOC regarding support of this application is included in Exhibit U of this filing.

system for the transportation of natural gas in the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama,
Georgia, South Carolina, Florida and Tennessee, under authorizations granted by and subject to
the jurisdiction of the Commission.
II.
CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS
The names, titles, mailing addresses and telephone numbers of the persons who represent
Southern and to whom communications concerning this application are to be addressed and upon
whom service is to be made are:
*T. Brooks Henderson
Director – Rates and Regulatory
Southern Natural Gas Company, L.L.C.
P. O. Box 2563
Birmingham, Alabama 35202
brooks_henderson@kindermorgan.com

*Patricia S. Francis
Vice President and Managing Counsel
Southern Natural Gas Company, L.L.C.
P. O. Box 2563
Birmingham, Alabama 35202
patricia_francis@kindermorgan.com

*
Persons designated to receive service pursuant to and under Rule 2010 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.
III.
BACKGROUND
Rate Schedule X – 70 (Docket No. CP84-307)
On December 19, 1983, Southern and TOC entered into an agreement for Southern to
receive and transport TOC’s natural gas in Viosca Knoll Blocks 899 and 900 for delivery by
displacement to Tennessee for TOC’s account at the onshore terminus of Project SP 77 (a twenty
six-inch pipeline jointly owned by Tennessee and Columbia Gulf Transmission Company).
On March 19, 1984, Southern filed in Docket No. CP84-307 an application for a certificate
of public convenience and necessity authorizing the transportation by displacement on an
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interruptible basis of up to 1,600 MMBtu’s of natural gas per day for TOC. The Commission
issued a certificate of public convenience and necessity by Order on March 19, 1985.2
The agreement remained in effect for the primary term of four (4) years. After the primary
term, the agreement remained in effect from year to year thereafter, subject to cancellation on six
(6) months prior written notice by either party. As described in the attached letter included in
Exhibit U, TOC supports terminating the agreement to the extent of its ownership.
Rate Schedule X – 233 (Docket No. CP86-147)
On September 26, 1985, Southern and TOC entered into an agreement to transport TOC’s
natural gas from Main Pass Block 311 and Main Pass Block 312 to an interconnection between
the facilities of Tennessee and Southern on Southern’s platform in Main Pass Block 298.
On November 1, 1985, Southern filed in Docket No. CP86-147 an application for a
certificate of public convenience and necessity authorizing the transportation on an interruptible
basis of up to 2,000 MMBtu’s of natural gas per day for TOC. The Commission issued a certificate
of public convenience and necessity by Order on November 7, 1986.3
The agreement remained in effect for the primary term of five (5) years. After the primary
term, the agreement remained in effect from year to year thereafter, subject to cancellation on one
hundred eighty (180) days prior written notice by either party. As described in the letter provided
in Exhibit U, TOC supports terminating the agreement to the extent of its ownership.
IV.
PROPOSED ABANDONMENT
Southern is seeking authorization to abandon the transportation services, rendered pursuant
to the Transportation Agreements and provided under Rate Schedules X-70 and X-233. The

2
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Southern Natural Gas Company, L.L.C., 30 FERC ¶ 61,295 (1985).
Southern Natural Gas Company, L.L.C., 37 FERC ¶ 61,101 (1986).

-3-

Transportation Agreements are included herein as Exhibit U. Southern respectfully requests such
abandonment be effective on the day of issuance of the Commission’s order approving such
abandonment.
V.
PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY
Southern proposes to abandon service under Rate Schedules X-70 and X-233 of Volume 2
of its FERC Gas Tariff. The abandonment of these services and rate schedules will not impact the
quality or quantity of services being provided to Southern’s customers or the operations of its
system. There will be no termination or reduction in firm service to any existing customers as a
result of the proposed abandonment. Southern does not propose to abandon, modify or install any
facilities in conjunction with the abandonment request. The Transportation Agreements and Rate
Schedules are a historical carry-over and need to be abandoned as a housekeeping event because
the intent and purpose of the Transportation Agreements no longer exists. Additionally, Southern
abandoned by sale to High Point Gas Transmission, LLC, its pipeline and appurtenant facilities
located in onshore and offshore Louisiana on the East Leg of its pipeline system south of its Toca
Compressor Station on November 1, 2012.4 The Viosca Knoll, South Pass and Main Pass facilites
were included in this sale rendering Southern no longer the owner of the assets to perform these
transportation services. Therefore, and for these reasons, it is in the public convenience and
necessity for the Commission to grant the abandonment authorization requested herein.
VI.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
Southern proposes to abandon service no longer required. No adverse environmental
effects will result from the proposed abandonment because no facilities are impacted. Southern is
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See Order Approving Abandonment, Determining Jurisdictional Status of Facilities, and Issuing Certificates, 139
FERC ¶ 61,237 (2012).
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only seeking to abandon individually certificated services, and thus, the requested abandonment
authority is exempt from the requirement to prepare an environmental assessment pursuant to
18 C.F.R. § 380.4(a)(27), because no construction or abandonment activities are involved.
Therefore, Southern has not included an environmental report and believes that the instant
application is categorically excluded from the preparation of an environmental assessment or an
environmental impact statement.
VII.
RELATED APPLICATIONS
Southern is not aware of any application to supplement or effectuate the proposal herein
that must be filed or is to be filed by Southern or any other person with the Commission or any
other federal, state or regulatory body.
VIII.
FORM OF NOTICE
A form of notice suitable for publication in the Federal Register is attached hereto and
incorporated herein by reference.
IX.
ABBREVIATED APPLICATION
This application is abbreviated pursuant to 18 CFR § 157.7 of the Commission’s
regulations. Southern submits that an abbreviated application is justified and that the data and
information in this application are sufficient to provide a full and complete understanding of the
request and its effect on Southern’s operations and the public. Accordingly, Southern has listed
below the exhibits attached to this application containing the data required by 18 CFR § 157.18,
including any omitted information and the facts relied upon to justify each omission.
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X.
EXHIBITS
This Application is in abbreviated form pursuant to Section 157.7(a) of the Commission’s
Regulations under the Natural Gas Act. Accordingly, the following is a list of exhibits being
submitted herewith or those that have been omitted for the reasons stated.
EXHIBIT T

RELATED APPLICATIONS
Omitted. The transportation services to be abandoned herein were
authorized by Commission Order issued in Docket No. CP84-307000 Southern Natural Gas Company 30 FERC ¶ 61,295 (1985), and
Docket No. CP86-147-000 Southern Natural Gas Company 37
FERC ¶ 61,101 (1986). Southern knows of no other related
applications pending before or authorized by the Commission,
which directly and significantly affect this Application.

EXHIBIT U

CONTRACTS AND OTHER AGREEMENTS
Attached are copies of the Transportation Agreements. Southern
and TOC have mutually agreed to terminate the aforementioned
Transportation Agreements subject to a Commission order
approving such abandonment pursuant to the attached letter dated
September 17, 2020.

EXHIBIT V

FLOW DIAGRAM SHOWING DAILY DESIGN CAPACITY
AND REFLECTING OPERATION OF APPLICANT’S
SYSTEM AFTER ABANDONMENT
Omitted. Not applicable.

EXHIBIT W

IMPACT ON CUSTOMERS WHOSE SERVICE WILL BE
TERMINATED
Omitted. Not applicable.

EXHIBIT X

EFFECT OF THE ABANDONMENT ON EXISTING
TARIFFS
Upon receipt of the abandonment authorization sought herein,
Southern will file to cancel its tariff sheet underlying the Rate
Schedules identified herein.

EXHIBIT Y

ACCOUNTING TREATMENT OF ABANDONMENT
Omitted. Not applicable.

EXHIBIT Z

LOCATION OF FACILITIES
Omitted. Not applicable.
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EXHIBIT Z-2

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
Omitted. The information required to be presented by this exhibit
is not necessary since this abandonment falls under the categorical
exclusion set forth in Section 380.
XI.
AUTHORIZATIONS REQUESTED

WHEREFORE, Southern respectfully requests that the Commission issue Southern an
order permitting and approving abandonment of the Transportation Agreements between TOC and
Southern effective on the day of issuance of the Commission’s order approving such abandonment
as requested herein. Southern also requests that this Application be handled expeditiously under
the shortened procedure provided for in Rule 802 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure, and requests that if no issue of substance is raised by any request to be heard, protest
or motion to intervene, that the Commission omit the intermediate decision procedure and waive
oral hearing.

Finally, Southern requests that the Commission grant such other and future

authorizations, relief, and/or waivers as the Commission deems necessary to enable Southern to
perform the acts contemplated herein.

Respectfully submitted,
SOUTHERN NATURAL GAS COMPANY,
L.L.C.

By: /s/ T. Brooks Henderson
T. Brooks Henderson
Director – Rates and Regulatory
Birmingham, Alabama
September 29, 2020
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EXHIBIT U
CONTRACTS AND OTHER AGREEMENTS

EL PASO E.S.T. COMPANY
September 17, 2020
Mr. Ronnie Martin
Southern Natural Gas Company, L.L.C.
569 Brookwood Village, Suite 749
Birmingham, AL 35209
Via Electronic Mail
Re:

Volume No. 2 Transportation Service Agreements: X-70 and X-233

Dear Mr. Martin:
Te ec Oil C m a
TOC a d Southern Natural Gas Company, L.L.C. SNG ) are parties
to two individually authorized transportation service agreements:
1) SNG Rate Schedule X-70 a h i ed i he Fede al E e g Reg la
Docket No. CP84-307; and
2) SNG Rate Schedule X-233 authorized in FERC Docket No. CP86-147.

C mmi i

FERC

SNG has requested the support of TOC for the termination and abandonment of these two
inactive transportation service agreements. TOC has reviewed its records and is unable to determine
if it is the property party to these two inactive transportation service agreements. TOC sold all its oil
and gas assets in multiple transactions prior to the 1996 purchase by El Paso and dissolved in 1998.
Record ownership is unavailable. Notwithstanding the foregoing, to the extent TOC is the proper
counterparty, El Paso Energy E.S.T. Company, the Trustee for the EPEC Oil Company Liquidating Trust
established in connection with the dissolution of TOC, supports termination of the abandoned
agreements.

Respectfully submitted,
El Paso Energy E.S.T. Company,
the Trustee for the EPEC Oil Company
Liquidating Trust

By: _____________________________________
Eric McCord
Assistant Secretary

1001 Louisiana Street, Suite 1000, Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 369-9000

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

SOUTHERN NATURAL GAS COMPANY, L.L.C

)

CP20-____________

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
(September 29, 2020)

Take notice that on September 29, 2020, Southern Natural Gas Company, L.L.C.
(“Southern”), 569 Brookwood Village, Suite 749, Birmingham, Alabama 35209, filed in Docket
No. CP20-_____ , an application pursuant to Section 7(b) of the Natural Gas Act for permission
and approval to abandon certain transportation of natural gas agreements (“Transportation
Agreements”) by and between Southern and Tenneco Oil Company (“TOC”). The filing states that
Southern seeks to abandon two (2) rate schedules which allowed transportation of gas by Southern
for TOC. The Transportation Agreements are a historical carry-over and need to be abandoned as
a housekeeping event because the intent and purpose of the Transportation Agreements no longer
exists. The rate schedules are X-70 and X-233. Further details are more fully set forth in the
application which is on file with the Commission and open to public inspection.
Any questions regarding the application are to be directed to Ronnie L. Martin, Senior
Rates Analyst, Southern Natural Gas Company, L.L.C., 569 Brookwood Village, Suite 749,
Birmingham, Alabama 35209, by e-mail at ronnie_martin@kindermorgan.com or by phone at
205-325-7311.
Any person desiring to intervene or to protest this filing must file in accordance with Rules
211 and 214 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (18 C.F.R. §§ 385.211 and
385.214). Protests will be considered by the Commission in determining the appropriate action
to be taken, but will not serve to make protestants parties to the proceeding. Any person wishing
to become a party must file a notice of intervention or motion to intervene, as appropriate. Such
notices, motions or protests must be filed on or before the comment date listed below. Anyone
filing a motion to intervene or protest must serve a copy of that document on the applicant. On or
before the comment date, it is not necessary to serve motions to intervene or protests on persons
other than the applicant.
The Commission strongly encourages electronic submission of protests and interventions
in lieu of paper using the “e-Filing” link at http://www.ferc.gov. Instructions for are also found
on this website and at 18 CFR 385.2001(a)(1)(iii)(2019). Persons unable to file electronically
should submit an original and 7 copies of the protest or intervention to the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20426.
This filing is accessible on-line at http://www.ferc.gov, using the “eLibrary” link and is
available for review in the Commission’s Public Reference Room in Washington, D.C. There is
an “eSubscription” link on the web site that enables subscribers to receive email notification when

a document is added to a subscribed docket. For assistance with any FERC Online service, please
email ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or call (866) 208-3676 (toll free).

Comment Date: _______, 2020

Kimberly D. Bose,
Secretary

