
 
April 15, 2019 

 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC  20426 
 
Attention:  Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
 
 Re: Sierrita Gas Pipeline LLC; 
 Docket Nos. CP18-37-000; 
  Sierrita Compressor Expansion Project; 
  Request for Variance Approval 
 
Commissioners: 
 
 Sierrita Gas Pipeline LLC ("Sierrita") is hereby filing with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (“Commission”) in Docket No. CP18-37-000 a request seeking 
approval for a variance related to the Sierrita Compressor Expansion Project.    
 
Description of Proceeding 
 
 On December 21, 2017, Sierrita submitted its application, pursuant to Section 
7(c) of the Natural Gas Act requesting a certificate of public convenience and necessity 
for authorization to construct, install, and operate a new compressor (“Sierrita 
Compressor Station”) to be located in Pima County, Arizona.  The project is referred to 
as the "Sierrita Compressor Expansion Project." 
 
Request for Variance 
 
 On April 9, 2019, Sierrita commenced limited construction on its Sierrita 
Compressor Expansion Project.1  Upon evaluating its construction activities, Sierrita’s 
construction contractor has requested the use of additional temporary workspace 
(“ATWS”) at the construction site to allow crews to safely handle, maneuver and 
fabricate the 320-foot pipeline bypass and to provide for additional space to park 
construction vehicles.  In compliance with Environmental Condition No. 5 of the 
Appendix to the Order, Sierrita is submitting a variance request for the approval to use 
an approximate 1.0 acres of ATWS.2  The ATWS would be comprised of two 75-feet by 
165-foot spaces located to the north and south of the currently approved construction 
work areas.  Additionally, Sierrita is seeking authorization to use a 50-foot by 420-foot 

                                                 
1  Sierrita initiated construction to disconnect the existing Mainline Valve 2 and pigging trap assembly 

located on its mainline near Milepost 1.2 and installing an approximate 320-foot pipeline bypass. 
2  Refer to Tab 1 for the aerial map behind this letter for the location of the requested ATWS. 
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ATWS located entirely along its existing permanent ROW to provide for vehicle 
construction parking.   
 

The requested ATWS has been reviewed for biological and cultural resources.  
As noted in its environmental report, the Mainline Valve 2/pigging assembly site and the 
surrounding area had been previously cleared of vegetation and other potential wildlife 
habitats during the original installation of the Sierrita Line No. 2177.3  While the 
requested ATWS areas have been reseeded, the biological evaluation analysis report 
provided in its Environmental Report and Appendix 3A determined that no federally-
listed species or habitats exist in this area.  From a cultural resource standpoint, Sierrita 
is providing the cultural survey report and related correspondence from the Arizona 
State Historical Preservation Office (“AZSHPO”) that assess potential cultural resource 
impacts at the Mainline Valve 2/pigging assembly site and surrounding areas.  As noted 
in the report and the AZSHPO response letter, there are no historic properties to be 
present in the proposed ATWS areas.4    
 
 From a landowner perspective, the requested ATWS is located entirely on 
Arizona State Land Department (“ASLD”) property.  Sierrita has obtained approval from 
the ASLD to use the ATWS locations.  No other landowners will be affected by this 
variance request.  Accordingly, Sierrita respectfully requests written approval from the 
Director of the Office of Energy Projects for the proposed variance described in this 
request by April 16, 2019. 
 
Filing Information 
 
 The cultural resource report attached under Tab 3 contains information that is 
privileged and confidential.  Sierrita respectfully requests that the information being 
submitted as Non-Public be granted privileged and confidential treatment pursuant to 18 
C.F.R. §388.112.  Sierrita requests that the Commission accord treatment to the eFiled 
documents concerning privileged information in a manner consistent with Commission’s 
regulations for the life of the assets so as not to place the assets and personnel of 
Sierrita at undue risk.  Accordingly, Sierrita has marked the Privileged and Confidential 
documents with “Contains CUI//PRIV Information – Do Not Release.” Please contact 
Mr. Francisco Tarin (telephone number 719-667-7517) at 2 North Nevada Avenue, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903, regarding this request for privileged treatment.  
 
 Sierrita is e-Filing this request for a variance approval with the Commission's 
Secretary in accordance with the Commission's Order No. 703, Filing Via the Internet, 
guidelines issued on November 15, 2007 in Docket No. RM07-16-000. 

 

                                                 
3  See Docket No. CP13-73-000; Sierrita Gas Pipeline, LLC, 147 FERC ¶ 61,192 (2014). 
4  As part of this variance request, Sierrita is providing a copy of the cultural resource report and the 

related correspondence.  The AZSHPO response letter is under Tab 2.  The cultural resource report 
is being provided as a privileged and confidential document under Tab 3.   
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
SIERRITA GAS PIPELINE LLC 

 
 
 

                                                                 By   /s/      
      Francisco Tarin 
      Director, Regulatory  

 
Attachments 



Certificate of Service 
 
 
 I hereby certify that I have this day caused a copy of the foregoing document to 
be served upon each person designated on the official service list compiled by the 
Commission's Secretary in this proceeding in accordance with the requirements of 
Section 385.2010 of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's Rules of Practice 
and Procedure. 
 
 Dated at Colorado Springs, Colorado as of this 15th day of April, 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 

  
                                                                         /s/     
       Francisco Tarin 

  
 
 
Two North Nevada Avenue 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903 
(719) 667-7517 
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AZSHPO RESPONSE LETTER 
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