
 
 
 

   October 30, 2023 
 
 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20426 
 
Attention:  Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
 
Re: El Paso Natural Gas Company, L.L.C.;  
 Docket No. CP23-546-000 
 Responses to Data Request - OEP/DG2E/Gas Branch 3 
 
 
Dear Ms. Bose: 
 
 On October 20, 2023, El Paso Natural Gas Company, L.L.C. ("EPNG") received 
a data request (“Data Request”) from the Office of Energy Projects (“OEP”) for 
information pertaining to the proposed Line No. 1110 Loop Project.  Accordingly, EPNG 
is herein filing with Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ("Commission") its 
responses to the Data Request. 
 
Description of Proceeding 
 
 On September 22, 2023, EPNG submitted a Request for Prior Notice 
Authorization Pursuant to Blanket Certificate in the above-referenced docket seeking 
authorization to construct, install, operate and maintain an approximately two-mile 30-
inch outside diameter pipeline loop extension, located in Hudspeth County, Texas as 
part of its Line No. 1110 Loop Project. 
 
Description of Information Being Filing 
 
 EPNG is herein submitting its responses to the Data Request.  
 
Filing Information 
 
 EPNG is e-Filing this letter and its responses with the Commission's Secretary in 
accordance with the Commission's Order No. 703, Filing Via the Internet, guidelines 
issued on November 15, 2007 in Docket No. RM07-16-000.   
 

EPNG notes that certain information related to its response to Question No. 9, 
has sensitive information and is therefore being filed as non-public information.  
Pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 388.112 of the Commission’s regulations, EPNG has labeled 
this non-public information as “CUI//PRIV – Contains Privileged Information – Do Not 



 
Federal Energy  
Regulatory Commission -2- October 30, 2023  
 
 
Release”.  EPNG respectfully requests that this information be accorded privileged 
treatment, pursuant to Section 388.112 of the Commission’s regulations.   

 
If you have any questions regarding this non-public information being filed 

herewith, please contact Mr. Francisco Tarin at 719-667-7517 or via email at 
Francisco_tarin@kindermorgan.com.   
 
  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
EL PASO NATURAL GAS COMPANY, L.L.C. 

 
 
 

By___________/s/______________ 
Francisco Tarin 
Director, Regulatory 

 
Enclosures 
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Resource Report 1: General Project Description 

1. Table 1.4-1 lists temporary land use during construction as less than the permanent 
land use during operations. Confirm that the total land use would be the combined total 
of temporary and permanent land use listed in the table.   

 
 
Response:   

EPNG has revised Table 1.4-1 as shown below.  The total land use for the Project is 37.0 
acres.  This total land use encompasses both temporary and permanent acres.   

 

Table 1.4-1.  
Land Required for the Line No. 1110 Loop Project 

Facility Component Temporary(acres)  Permanent (acres)a 

Right-of-Way 12.1 12.1 

Temporary Workspace 6.3 0 

Laydown/Storage Area 2.4 0 

Pig Launcher 0.1 0.1 

PAR #02b 16.1 16.1 

TOTAL 37.0 28.3 
a Includes areas to remain in use after construction (i.e., permanent pipeline ROW easement, access road and pig    

launcher). 
b PAR #02 is a permanent access road currently being used by EPNG. Out of an abundance of caution, EPNG is 

attributing the permanent acres affected to the Project. 

 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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Resource Report 2: Water Use and Quality 
 
2. Provide an estimated depth to groundwater within the Project workspaces. 
 
 
Response:  
 
Since groundwater was not encountered during geotechnical borings (drilled to 9.5 feet), 
groundwater levels are estimated using data from adjacent water wells.  Adjacent water wells 
have been recorded as encountering water at depths ranging from 265 to 1280 feet below ground 
surface (Beyond Engineering and Testing 2023). 
 
Reference: 
  
Beyond Engineering and Testing. 2023. Geotechnical Report for EPNG Line No. 01110 Loop, 
Hudspeth County, Texas. 

 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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3. Provide an estimated volume of water that would be utilized for dust control. 
 
 
 
Response:   
 
Approximately 100,000 gallons of water may be required for dust control activities during 
construction.   
 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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4. For each ephemeral stream identified within the Project area associated with PAR #02, 
identify how streams would be crossed, by equipment, in accordance with FERC 
Procedures, if flowing water is present during active construction. 

 
 
 
Response:   
 
If flowing water is present in ephemeral streams along PAR #02, vehicle and equipment crossings 
will be performed primarily by installing wood matting across the ephemeral streams and, if 
necessary, utilize equipment bridging.  Installation of either of these methods would be consistent 
with FERC Procedures.  In instances where high velocity water flow is present, crossing devices 
such as mats may be anchored in place. 
 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723  
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5. The Stormwater Pollutions Prevention Best Management Practice (BMP) maps in 
Appendix 2A identify about 14 potential waterbodies along PAR #02 that include unnamed 
tributaries, possible cross drains, and washes. Many of these features have additional 
erosion and sediment control devices and low water crossings annotated on the BMP 
maps. 

a. Provide a list of each additional waterbody located within the Project area 
associated with PAR #02. Describe each waterbody similar to how each ephemeral 
stream is described in Table 2.2-1. 

b. Describe what a low-water crossing is and how silt fence or fiber logs would be 
installed to prevent sediment from entering the waterbodies. Provide representative 
pictures or typical drawings. 

c. Identify any additional BMPs that may be necessary if water is flowing in these 
features during active construction. 

 
 
 
Response:  
 
a. EPNG is providing the table below listing each additional waterbody located within the Project 

area associated with PAR #02. 
 

 
Additional Waterbodies Associated with PAR #02 

Location 
Waterbody ID 
(Coordinates) 

Waterbody 
Name 

Flow 
Regime 

Acreage 
within the 
Project 
Footprint 

State Water 
Quality 
Designation / 
Fishery 
Classification 

Anticipated 
Crossing Method 
if water is 
present 

PAR #02 Isolated Wash 
(31.68409381,      
-105.66460149) 

N/A Ephemeral <0.01 None Matting and/or 
bridging. 

PAR #02 Isolated Wash 
(31.68487249,      
-105.66084483) 

N/A Ephemeral <0.01 None Matting and/or 
bridging. 

PAR #02 Isolated Wash 
31.68665723,       
-105.6526386) 

N/A Ephemeral <0.01 None Matting and/or 
bridging. 

PAR #02 Number 9 Draw 
31.70468871,       
-105.6521191) 

Number 9 
Draw 

Ephemeral <0.01 None Matting and/or 
bridging. 

PAR #02 Unnamed 
Tributary 
(31.71784153,       
-105.65352918) 

N/A Ephemeral <0.01 None Matting and/or 
bridging. 

PAR #02 Unnamed 
Tributary 
(31.729569,             
-105.64072959) 

N/A Ephemeral <0.01 None Matting and/or 
bridging. 
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Additional Waterbodies Associated with PAR #02 

Location 
Waterbody ID 
(Coordinates) 

Waterbody 
Name 

Flow 
Regime 

Acreage 
within the 
Project 
Footprint 

State Water 
Quality 
Designation / 
Fishery 
Classification 

Anticipated 
Crossing Method 
if water is 
present 

PAR #02 Unnamed 
Tributary 
(31.73695,               
-105.63100935) 

N/A Ephemeral <0.01 None Matting and/or 
bridging. 

PAR #02 Unnamed 
Tributary 
(31.76443983,       
-105.6193684) 

N/A Ephemeral <0.01 None Matting and/or 
bridging. 

PAR #02 Unnamed 
Tributary 
(31.76518443,       
-105.61911001) 

N/A Ephemeral <0.01 None Matting and/or 
bridging. 

PAR #02 Unnamed 
Tributary 
(31.7710018,          
-105.62072437) 

N/A Ephemeral <0.01 None Matting and/or 
bridging. 

TOTAL ACREAGE 0.02  

 
 
 
b. In terms of the proposed Project, a low-water crossing is the portion of the existing access road 
(PAR #02) that traverses over an ephemeral erosional feature or other waterbody, and typically 
sits above the highest water level.  These sections of the access road stay dry during typical flow 
regimes but can serve as a floodway in rare instances of high-volume rainfall (i.e., flash flooding). 
 
Silt fence fiber logs, and/or hay bales will be installed at the perimeter or edge and downslope of 
the access road near low-water crossings and field-mapped waterbodies. If water is flowing, these 
devices will be reinforced by double staked hay bale or with 4”x4” hog wire backing.  Methods for 
silt fence and fiber log installation are outlined in Section 5.3.1 of the Project’s Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Plan.  EPNG is providing behind this response, typical drawings illustrating 
how low-water crossings along PAR #02 will be addressed. 
 
c.  Additional BMPs that may be utilized during water flows along PAR #02 will include: 

 Placing matting materials over the roadway to ensure no rutting occurs. 
 In high-velocity flows, anchors will be used to secure matting materials in place. 
 If flash-flooding occurs, construction vehicles/equipment will not cross low-water crossings 

until the Environmental Inspector determines it is physically safe to do so and will not cause 
excessive sedimentation or damage to existing erosion control devices. 

 
In the event of perceptible flow, all FERC Procedure requirements will be complied with. 
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Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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6. Section 3.1 states that refueling areas and equipment staging and storage would not be 

located near any of the ephemeral streams. The SPCCP indicates that no refueling or 
storage of fuels or lubricating oils would be stored within 100 feet of dry washes/ephemeral 
streams. 

a. Confirm that no refueling, or storage of fuels or lubrication oils would occur within 
100 feet of any mapped tributaries. 

b. Confirm that equipment would not be staged or stored within 100 feet of the mapped 
tributaries. 

 
 
Response:  
 
a. No fuel or lubrication oil storage would occur within 100 feet of any mapped tributaries. 
b. No equipment will be staged or stored within 100 feet of mapped tributaries. 
 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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Resource Report 3: Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation 
 
7. Section 3.2.4 indicates that impacts on scrub shrub within the proposed right-of-way would 

be permanent because the 50-foot-wide operations easement would be maintained. 
Indicate the frequency of vegetative maintenance across the entire right-of-way. 
Alternately, confirm that vegetative maintenance would be conducted in accordance with 
FERC’s Plan. 

 
 
 
Response:  
 
The frequency of vegetative maintenance across the entire 50-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
will be no more than once every 3 years. 

 
 
 
 

Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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Resource Report 4: Cultural Resources 

8. Within Contact List for the Discovery Plan (Appendix 4B: Attachment C), include the FERC 
contact as Archaeologist Allison King (202-502-8847). 

 
 
Response:  
 
EPNG is attaching to this response, a revised Unanticipated Discovery Plan that has been 
updated to include Allison King as the FERC contact Archaeologist (202-502-8847). 
 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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INTRODUCTION 
El Paso Natural Gas Company, L.L.C. (“EPNG”) is seeking authorization from the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (“Commission”) under the prior notice procedures of the Commission’s blanket 
certificate regulations (Sections 157.205, 157.208, and 157.210 of the Commission’s regulations, 18 Code 
of Federal Regulations (“C.F.R.”), §§ 157.205, 157.208, and 157.210 (2023)), for approval of the Line No. 
1110 Loop Project (“Project”), located in Hudspeth County, Texas. Line No. 1110, along with Line Nos. 
1100 and 1103, are part of EPNG’s Line 1100 System which extends from the Permian Basin in Texas to 
the California/Arizona border. As part of the Project, EPNG is proposing to extend Line No. 1110 
approximately two miles with a 30-inch outside diameter (“O.D.”) pipeline between the existing EPNG 
Cornudas and Hueco Compressor Stations. This loop extension is designed to alleviate a capacity constraint 
that exists between these two stations and generate approximately 20,021 Dekatherms (“Dth”) per day of 
additional firm transportation capacity. As a result, EPNG will be able to utilize stranded capacity that 
exists west of the Hueco Compressor Station to deliver the 20,021 Dth per day of capacity to the 
California/Arizona border and to points in between. Following receipt of all necessary regulatory approvals, 
construction of the Project is anticipated to begin in December 2023. Construction is expected to be 
completed in February 2024.  

Cultural resources investigations of the Project will be completed in compliance with Section 7(c) of the 
Natural Gas Act (“NGA”) and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (“FERC” or “Commission”) 
certificate application requirements in accordance with 18 Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”) 380.12, 
380.14, and Appendix A to Part 380; application requirements for a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(“USACE”) Section 404 permit in accordance with 33 CFR 325, Appendix C (Processing Department of 
Army Permits: Procedures for the Protection of Historic Properties; Final Rule 1990; with current Interim 
Guidance Documents dated April 25, 2005 and January 31, 2007); and Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (“NHPA”) (54 United States Code [“USC”] 4300101 et seq.) and its implementing 
regulations (36 CFR 800). In addition, portions of the project cross lands owned or managed by the 
University of Texas (University Lands) in Hudspeth County, Texas. As the public lands are owned or 
managed by political subdivisions of the State of Texas, a Texas Antiquities Permit will also be required in 
accordance with the Antiquities Code of Texas (Texas Natural Resource Code, Title 9, Chapter 191) and 
accompanying Rules of Practice and Procedure (Texas Administrative Code, Title 13, Chapter 26). 

SWCA Environmental Consultants (“SWCA”) has prepared this Unanticipated Discoveries Plan for the 
Line No. 1110 Loop Project Within University Lands, Hudspeth County (“UDP”) for use during 
construction of the Project. The UDP documents the procedures to be implemented in the event that cultural 
resources or unmarked graves are discovered during construction.  

PROCEDURES FOR ADDRESSING CULTURAL RESOURCE 
DISCOVERIES 
The following procedures will be initiated in the event unanticipated cultural resources are discovered. A 
flow chart presenting an abbreviated version of the procedures is provided in Attachment A. If a discovery 
is encountered, the construction activity that resulted in the exposure of the discovery will be immediately 
halted and the Construction Manager (CM) and Environmental Inspector (EI) will be notified. The CM will 
in turn notify the appropriate project manager who will notify FERC, UT Lands, and the Texas Historical 
Commission / State Historic Preservation Offices (“THC/SHPO”), as applicable.  

The CM will suspend ground-disturbing activities adjacent to the discovery. Cessation of ground-disturbing 
activity will encompass a sufficient area to protect the discovery and provide a buffer zone for adequate 
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and safe investigation of the discovery and any associated features or artifacts. A recommended guideline 
for the buffer zone is at least a 100-foot radius around the discovery, but its size can be adjusted to protect 
the discovery adequately without unnecessary hindrance to construction. Visual barriers, such as temporary 
fencing, will be placed around the discovery area to protect it from further disturbance. Vehicle traffic 
within the vicinity may need to be limited or halted until the discovery is inspected.  

The project manager will then contact an archaeologist qualified under the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Professional Qualification Standards (36 CFR 61) to review the find in the field. During the review phase, 
continued suspension of all work and vehicle traffic in the buffered area is required. If the archaeologist 
determines that the discovery is non-cultural, the project manager will be notified, and the halted 
construction activity can resume. If the discovery is deemed cultural, the project manager will notify the 
CM to continue to suspend work within the buffered discovery area and will notify the FERC, UT Lands, 
and THC/SHPO.  

An archaeological investigation will be conducted according to appropriate state guidelines to identify the 
nature and extent of the discovery and any associated activity area(s) or other features, if present. Collection 
of a discovery will occur when appropriate. In consultation with FERC, UT Lands, and the THC/SHPO, 
and appropriate Tribal groups, the potential significance of the discovery will be determined, and an 
appropriate plan of action will be developed. Archaeologists will conduct the appropriate field site 
delineation within the project area, followed by the registration of the site with the THC/SHPO. Appropriate 
state site forms will be filled out for each site discovered during the investigations. A detailed plan map of 
each site will be produced, and site locations will be plotted on U.S. Geological Survey (“USGS”) 7.5-
minute topographic maps and relevant project maps. Archaeologists will utilize GPS units with submeter 
accuracy to map sites and spatially relate them to the project area. These site polygon data will be provided 
to the client for accurate plotting and use in their GIS systems and planning. 

Unless the archaeologist determines that the discovery is non-cultural, construction may not resume in the 
area of the discovery until approval has been obtained from the FERC, UT Lands, and THC/SHPO. 

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR DISCOVERIES OF HUMAN REMAINS 
The following procedures will be initiated in the event human remains are discovered. Should human 
remains or associated funerary objects be encountered during construction of the Project, they will be 
treated with respect and dignity. All work will be immediately halted at the general location of the 
discovery. The construction personnel involved in the discovery will immediately notify the CM. This 
location will be immediately secured, including a buffer zone of at least a 100-foot-radius from the 
discovery. Any human remains will be carefully covered with a tarp. Construction personnel and vehicles 
will promptly vacate the buffer zone. Vehicle traffic within the buffer zone will be limited to that necessary 
to remove vehicles and equipment from the buffer zone. Care will be taken to prevent any disturbance of 
the potential human remains during removal of vehicles and equipment. Until appropriate consultation has 
occurred, the discovery shall remain protected from any disturbance, such that no human remains or 
associated artifacts are touched, moved, or collected.  

The CM will immediately notify the project manager who will then notify the on-call archaeologist, FERC, 
UT Lands, and THC/SHPO. State burial laws will be followed, and notifications will be made to local law 
enforcement and the county coroner, as soon as possible, but at least within 24 hours of the discovery. If a 
qualified archaeologist with previous training and experience with the discovery of human remains is 
available, they may assist in making a visual assessment of the remains to convey to the appropriate 
agencies; however, no further physical investigation/disturbance of the human remains is permitted. 
Measurements of the position, location, depth, orientation, and size of remains are appropriate, as long as 
the human remains stay in situ. Determination of skeletal sex and age are also appropriate, along with 
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completing sketches of the remains. No soil samples may be taken of the grave soil. Human remains 
should not be photographed.  

The coroner and local law enforcement will make the official ruling on the nature of the human remains, 
being either forensic (generally describing human remains requiring law enforcement/coroner custody) or 
archaeological (generally describing historic or prehistoric human remains, not requiring law enforcement 
investigation/custody).  

• If the human remains are deemed forensic, the county coroner will retain custody of the human 
remains and determine the plan of action. 

• If the human remains are deemed to be archaeological (historic or prehistoric), the FERC, UT 
Lands, and THC/SHPO will determine the subsequent plan of action depending upon the cultural 
affiliation of the burial after consultation with appropriate parties.  

o If the human remains are determined to be non-Native American, the human remains will 
be left in place and protected from any form of disturbance until a plan for their protection 
or removal can be developed following consultation with FERC, UT Lands, and 
THC/SHPO.  

o The subsequent treatment of the discovery will comply with regulations in the Texas 
statutes governing cemeteries (Chapters 711–715 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; 
Title 13, Part 2, Chapter 22 of the Texas Administrative Code). 

o If the human remains are determined to be Native American or of unknown cultural 
affiliation, the remains will be left in place and protected from any form of disturbance 
until a plan for their protection or removal can be developed. In accordance with state burial 
laws and to ensure adherence to the government-to-government consultation relationship, 
the Applicants will assist the FERC in contacting the appropriate Tribe(s) to determine the 
subsequent plan of action. 

o Until consultation is complete and a removal strategy is defined, the human remains will 
remain in place (in the ground), protected from natural forces and from vandalism and 
looting. Construction in the area of discovery may resume only upon approval from the 
appropriate point of contact (e.g., FERC, UT Lands, and THC/SHPO, law enforcement, 
or county coroner). 

A flowchart of the abbreviated procedures in the event of discovery of human remains is provided in 
Attachment B. 

A Project-specific contact list is included as Attachment C. 



 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENT A 

Procedures for Addressing Cultural Resource Discoveries 
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Procedures for Addressing Cultural Resource Discoveries 

A cultural resource discovery is identified during 
construction activities. 

Activity is halted in the immediate vicinity of discovery. Personnel 
immediately contact the construction manager who will immediately 

notify the project manager. 

EPNG  project managers will cease all activities within a buffer 
zone (generally at least 100-foot radius from discovery); barriers are 

installed, and vehicle traffic is prevented/limited. 

Project manager will contact an on-call archaeologist 
to verify discovery. 

Halted construction activity 
may resume.  

Archaeologist determines that 
the discovery is non-cultural. 

The findings will be detailed in a report. 

The FERC, UT Lands, and THC/SHPO are notified, and the discovery 
is fully recorded by archaeologist according to approved standards. 

Discovery is determined 
not significant. 

Discovery is determined significant, and a 
plan of action is developed in consultation 

with the appropriate agencies. 

In consultation with appropriate agencies, the significance of 
the new discovery is determined. 

Halted construction activity may resume 
upon approval from appropriate agency. 

Archaeologist determines that the discovery is 
cultural and a new discovery. 

Halted construction activity may not 
resume until approval has been 

obtained from appropriate agencies. 

Archaeologist notifies Project 
manager. 



 

 

ATTACHMENT B 

Procedures for the Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains or Funerary 
Objects 
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Procedure for the Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains 

 

 

Possible human remains are discovered during construction 
activities. 

Activity is halted in the immediate vicinity of discovery, and 
construction manager is notified. Location is immediately 

secured, and high visibility fencing is put in place (minimally 
a 100-foot radius from discovery); area is vacated. 

Construction manager will immediately notify appropriate 
Project manager. 

Project manager will notify local law enforcement, county 
coroner, FERC, UT Lands, and THC/SHPO within 24 hours of 

the discovery. 

The coroner and law enforcement make official ruling on 
nature of the remains (forensic or archaeological).  

If human remains are deemed forensic, 
county coroner retains custody of remains 

and determines plan of action. 

Construction activity may not resume until approval 
has been obtained from the FERC, UT Lands, 
THC/SHPO FERC, SHPO, or county coroner, as 

appropriate. 

 

If the human remains are deemed archaeological, the FERC, UT 
Lands, and THC/SHPO will determine appropriate plan for 

protection or removal of remains in consultation with interested 
parties.  

If human remains are determined to be Native 
American or unknown cultural affiliation, the 

Applicants will assist FERC, UT Lands, and 
THC/SHPO in consulting with the appropriate 

Tribe(s) to determine plan of action. 

 

If human remains are 
determined to be non-Native 

American, the FERC, UT 
Lands, and THC/SHPO 

determines plan of action. 

If a qualified archaeologist with previous training and experience with the discovery 
of human remains is available, they may assist in making a visual assessment of the 

remains to convey to the appropriate agencies; however, no further physical 
investigation/disturbance of the human remains is permitted. 
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Contact List for Discovery Plan 
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EPNG Management 
Name  Role Email Phone 

Steven 
Gassman 

 Project Manager Steven_Gassman@kindermorgan.com 719-290-4475 

TBD  Construction Coordinator   

     

     

     

FERC Contacts 
Role Name Phone Email  

Archaeologist Allison King 202-502-8847 Allison.King@ferc.gov  

UT Lands / THC / SHPO Contacts 
Role Name Phone Email Address 

UT Lands Jeff White 432-674-4404 Jeff.White@utsystem.edu PO Box 552, Midland, Texas 79705-
5319 

Hudspeth 
County Contact Drew Sitters 512-463-6508 Drew.Sitters@thc.texas.gov  

PO Box 12276 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Tribal Historic Preservation Officers  
Tribal Nation Name Phone Email 

Apache Tribe of Oklahoma Durell Cooper (405) 247-9493 durellcooper05@gmail.com 

Comanche Nation, Oklahoma Martina Minthorn (580) 595-9618 martina.minthorn@comanchenation.com 

Mescalero Apache Tribe of the 
Mescalero Reservation, New 
Mexico 

Holly Houghten (575) 464-3005 holly@mathpo.org 

Tonkawa Tribe of Indians of 
Oklahoma Lauren Norman-Brown (580) 628-7027 lbrown@tonkawatribe.com 

Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
(Wichita, Keechi, Waco & 
Tawakonie), Oklahoma 

Gary McAdams (405) 247-8695 ext. 
200 gary.mcadams@wichitatribe.com 

Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Rene Lopez  915-859-7913 lopezr@ydsp-nsn.gov 

Coroner/Medical Examiner and Law Enforcement 
County Coroner/Medical Examiner Law Enforcement 

Hudspeth 
County  

Hudspeth County Coroner / Justice of the Peace 
Precinct #1 
PO Box 40,  
Sierra Blanca, Texas 79851 
915-369-4141 

Hudspeth County Sheriff’s Office 
Sheriff Arvin West  
PO Box 39,  
Sierra Blanca, Texas 79851 
915-369-2161 

mailto:Jeff.White@utsystem.edu
mailto:Drew.Sitters@thc.texas.gov


 

C-2 
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9. Remove or redact all archaeological site location information from publicly available 
documents (e.g. background review maps provided in tribal letters in EPNG Line No. 1110 
Loop Project_Part 4 of 8_VolII). Please note that all material containing cultural resource 
locations, character, or ownership information is privileged information (PRIV) and should 
be filed as non-public and labeled as: “CUI//CEII” (18 CFR 388.113), “CUI//PRIV” (18 CFR 
388.112), and as otherwise appropriate with other statutes for labeling CUI (e.g., 
“CUI//CEII/SSI” and in accordance with 49 CFR 15.13 marking requirements). 

 
 
Response:  
 
On September 22, 2023, EPNG filed agency correspondence under Appendix E that included 
copies of tribal letters.  As part of that appendix, EPNG inadvertently included archaeological site 
location information.  Therefore, in order to correct the record, EPNG is herein attaching to this 
response, a revised Appendix E which removes the non-public information from the public 
document.  In addition, EPNG is filing as part of this response the non-public archaeological site 
location information. This information is privileged information and has been labeled as CUI//PRIV.   
 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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Resource Report 6: Geological Resources 

10. Section 6.2 describes six oil and gas surface wells within 0.25 mile of the Project. 
Provide the distance from the Project workspaces to the nearest well. 

 
 
Response:  
 
The closest distance between a project workspace (PAR #02) and the nearest well is 
approximately 0.03 miles to the west. 
 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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11. If any oil or gas wells are within 150 feet of the Project workspaces, provide a summary 
of measures that would be implemented to protect the wellheads. 

 
 
Response:  
 
No wells occur within 150 feet of the Project workspaces.  As noted in EPNG’s response to 
Question 10, the nearest well to the closest Project workspace occurs approximately 158 feet 
(0.03 miles) to the west of PAR #02.  Construction traffic and equipment will not be allowed outside 
the confines of PAR #02 and, therefore, will not interfere with this well. 
 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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12. Section 6.4 states “While the proposed Project location includes consolidated 
carbonate rocks at or near the land surface in a dry climate, which can indicate karst, 
no karst terrain or features were identified during field surveys.” The absence of 
obvious karst features in terrain conducive to karst processes does not guarantee that 
buried karst features would not be encountered or activated during ground 
disturbance. Provide a brief summary of steps that would be taken in the event a karst 
feature was identified in the Project workspaces. 

 
 
Response:  
 
General BMPs related to karst features include: 

 Daily inspections of open trenches for the presence of voids by the Environmental 
Inspector. 

 Including karst feature awareness as part of the initial environmental training provided to 
construction crews. 
 

If a karst feature is encountered during construction activities, the following specific BMPs would 
be undertaken to mitigate impacts: 

 Construction personnel shall stop work within an initial 50 foot protective buffer and notify 
the Environmental Inspector immediately upon encountering karst features. 

 The feature will be assessed, documented and photographed by the Environmental 
Inspector 

 The karst feature shall be outfitted with a temporary covering (i.e., plastic tarping) and 
erosion control devices will be installed to prevent contaminants from entering the open 
void. 

 A geotechnical engineer or licensed geoscientist will be contacted for recommended 
measures including adjustments to the initial protective buffer distance. 

 Temporary measures (e.g., buffers for staging vegetation, vehicle parking, 
material/equipment storage, etc.) will remain in place until permanent void mitigation is 
completed. 

 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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Resource Report 9: Air & Noise Quality 

13. Clarify if there would be any venting emissions and if so, quantify the carbon dioxide 
equivalent, volatile organic compound, and hazardous air pollutant emissions due to 
venting or emissions releases during construction/commissioning of the pipeline. 

Response:  
 
In preparation for the relocation of the existing pig launcher, EPNG anticipates that venting 
emissions would occur when decommissioning that facility.  Additionally, venting would occur as 
part of the process of putting the new line into service.  These emissions have been calculated 
in the table below. 
 

Table 1. Venting Emissions from Construction Operations 

Parameter  Value  Units  Source / Notes 

Volume of Gas Released During Removal of Pig 
Launcher 

34,651.00  scf  Provided by EPNG 

Volume of Gas Released During Line Purge  24,102,000.00  scf  Provided by EPNG 

Total Volume of Gas Vented During Construction  24,136,651.00  scf    

Molecular Weight of Gas  16.79  lb/lb‐mole  Provided by EPNG 

Percent VOC  0.29  %  Provided by EPNG 

VOC Venting Emissions  1.52  tons  See example calculation below 

Percent HAP  5.13E‐04  %  Provided by EPNG 

HAP Venting Emissions  2.74E‐03  tons  See example calculation below 

Percent CO2  0.24  %  Provided by EPNG 

CO2 Venting Emissions  1.30  tons  See example calculation below 

Percent CH4  90.46  %  Provided by EPNG 

CH4 Venting Emissions  482.95  tons  See example calculation below 

CO2e Venting Emissions  10,954.23  metric tons   

 
Example calculation of tons of pollutant vented to atmosphere:  
 
𝑉𝑜𝑙𝑢𝑚𝑒 ሺ𝑠𝑐𝑓ሻ 𝑜𝑓 𝐺𝑎𝑠 𝑉𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑡𝑜 𝐴𝑡𝑚𝑜𝑠𝑝ℎ𝑒𝑟𝑒

379.53 
𝑠𝑐𝑓

𝑙𝑏 െ 𝑚𝑜𝑙

ൈ 𝑀𝑊 𝑜𝑓 𝑀𝑖𝑥𝑡𝑢𝑟𝑒 ൬
𝑙𝑏

𝑙𝑏 െ 𝑚𝑜𝑙
൰ ൈ 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 % 𝑜𝑓 𝑃𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑢𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑡 ൈ

1 𝑡𝑜𝑛
2,000 𝑙𝑏
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Table 2. Summary of Estimated Emissions from Construction of the EPNG Line No. 1110 Loop Project 

Source 
Criteria Pollutants (tpy)  GHGs (tpy)  CO2e 

PM10  PM2.5  VOCs  CO  SO2  NOx  HAPs  CO2  CH4  (metric tpy) 

Emission Source                               

Non‐Road Construction 
Equipment Engines 

0.32  0.31  0.34  2.36  0.01  6.74  0.17  1,749.28  0.02  1,587.42 

On‐Road Vehicle Engines  0.85  0.34  1.01  52.59  0.05  15.18  0.24  10,925.98  0.21  9,916.63 

Construction Fugitive 
Emissions 

0.81  0.08  0.00  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

Venting Emissions  ‐  ‐  1.52  ‐  ‐  ‐  0.00  1.30  482.95  10,954.23 

Total  1.98  0.73  1.35  54.95  0.06  21.92  0.41  12,675.27  0.23  11,504.05 

 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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14.  Quantify operational emissions (including carbon dioxide equivalent, volatiles organic 
compounds, and hazardous air pollutants) due to pipeline fugitives and include supporting 
calculations. 

 
 
Response: 
 
The only additional operational emissions would be from a new valve installed on the pipeline. All 
other operations would remain unchanged. A conservative calculation of the emissions from 
fugitive leaks from the new valve is below.  
 

Table 1. Operational Emissions from Added Valve 

Parameter  Value  Units  Source / Notes 

Emission factor for OGI non‐compressor 
valve from Subpart W 

6.42  scf/hr/component  Subpart W 

Annual Hours of Operation  8,760.00  scf  Assumption 

# of Components  1.00    
1 valve added as part of 
project 

Annual Volume of Gas Released to 
Atmosphere from Valve Leaks 

56,239.20  scf    

Molecular Weight of Gas  16.79  lb/lb‐mole  Provided by EPNG 

Percent VOC  0.29  %  Provided by EPNG 

VOC Venting Emissions  3.55E‐03  tons  See example calculation below

Percent HAP  5.13E‐04  %  Provided by EPNG 

HAP Venting Emissions  6.38E‐06  tons  See example calculation below

Percent CO2  0.24  %  Provided by EPNG 

CO2 Venting Emissions  3.03E‐03  tons  See example calculation below

Percent CH4  90.46  %  Provided by EPNG 

CH4 Venting Emissions  1.13  tons  See example calculation below

CO2e Venting Emissions  25.52  metric tons    

 
Example calculation of tons of pollutant vented to atmosphere:  
 
𝑉𝑜𝑙𝑢𝑚𝑒 ሺ𝑠𝑐𝑓ሻ 𝑜𝑓 𝐺𝑎𝑠 𝑉𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑡𝑜 𝐴𝑡𝑚𝑜𝑠𝑝ℎ𝑒𝑟𝑒

379.53 
𝑠𝑐𝑓

𝑙𝑏 െ 𝑚𝑜𝑙

ൈ 𝑀𝑊 𝑜𝑓 𝑀𝑖𝑥𝑡𝑢𝑟𝑒 ൬
𝑙𝑏

𝑙𝑏 െ 𝑚𝑜𝑙
൰ ൈ 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 % 𝑜𝑓 𝑃𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑢𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑡 ൈ

1 𝑡𝑜𝑛
2,000 𝑙𝑏

 

 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
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15.  Confirm that there are no residences, noise sensitive areas (such as churches or schools) 

within 0.5 mile of proposed Project workspaces.  
 
 
 
Response: 
 
EPNG confirms that there are no residences or noise sensitive areas such as churches or schools 
within 0.5 miles of the proposed Project workspaces. 
 
 
 
 
Respondent: Cody Mikeska 
Title:  Kinder Morgan, Permitting Project Manager 
Phone:   713-420-6723 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   





Certificate of Service 
 
 
 I hereby certify that I have this day caused a copy of the foregoing documents to 
be served upon each person designated on the official service list compiled by the 
Commission's Secretary in this proceeding in accordance with the requirements of 
Section 385.2010 of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's Rules of Practice and 
Procedure. 
 
 Dated at Colorado Springs, Colorado as of this 30th day of October 2023.   

 
 
 
 
 

  
                                                                          /s/    
        Francisco Tarin 

  
 
 
Two North Nevada Avenue 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903 
(719) 667-7517 
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